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BRUCE LAWLOR /PHOENIX
BY ANDREA ZENIZ

Kruce Lawlar's rAle as a memner ot a (LA ' 'exTermination’’ torce during
the vietnam War shoulg not Decome an 1ssue 1n the campalgn tor attorney general,
N1S UEMAGratlC ACLMArY oQpanent SaLd triday.

‘' gon't think 1U's appropriate,’’ Willlam Pearson salid.

LAkLAr Sserved as an aflvisar ta The Phaenly Team, Which was responsihle for
combatting the 1ntiuence the viet Long.

accaording to a pualished repart brigay, LAwlor, quoted in a Nnok anout
vietnam, Oescribed Phoenlx as ''an extermination Operation. ihere's nD sense Of
rrylng TO wake a rose aunt at 1t

Buf ne sald triday the ward neltrallze Was 3 DRTLer Word than extermination
t0 gescribe Phoenix.

'UHOW 40 yau detine pYrRrminatLAnY ' he asked. ''We were RYIerminating --
neutralizing -- the Intluence Ot the viet (ohg in S0uUth vietnam. '’

LaWlar, a uemacrantic renreaentative from anringtield, savd he TANK attense ta
reports that nis Wwork tor the Phoenlx team made hlm an assasin.

'What has hanpenen wn this caountry 15, 0RARLE 4ian't Like The war,'' he
s310. ‘We've been labeled as psychas, as Dabny killers, as torturers, as
358435108,

‘'Peanle whd dudan't Like the war ... have talled 1A glLscannect rhe wWar rram
the warrior.''

and, Lawlnr sald, 1t 15 LNAGCUrALe Ta Think 4Ot The Phiaenly aperart.an as an

gesasination program that overcame political Opponents by killing Them.

He sald nls Arimary AQJRCTLVE WAS The Arrest ot VIer (ang tor 1nterrogation
purposes.

'V inle 1S nAT A SLTUATLON WHRrR VOU CUL SAmeane's Throat n the middlf at The
night,'' he said.

Lawiar cantirmed he bad heard reaorts Aot Larture ny Americans, OuL neRver
allowed anhyohe under his command to toriure the enemy.

D nere WRre ALrNGLLIRS AMEr1LCANS cammltLed, ' he saud. Crall you can d4n s
work like helli to prevent them, '’ ) |

Lawlar Sald LArture Was an Integral part ot the snemy’s WAr plan, and Fhagniy
sgt yp ambpushes 10 kill a@rmeo Viet (ong patrols, Which were responsible for
slaving women and cnularen.

v l'm not ashamerd At anytoing L4l Ln South Vietham,'' be said. CULT Was a
rotten, Ooirty job, DUt someone had to 00 1T.°
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